	High school marine tech curriculum OKed 

	The American Boat & Yacht Council of Edgewater, Md., and the Career and Technical Center Directors Association of Warwick, R.I., say they have completed the first unified, standards-based high school level marine technology curriculum in the country.
 
While a number of the ABYC standards are already being used in Rhode Island marine tech courses, full implementation of the curriculum by all of the high school marine technology programs in the state is scheduled to begin in the fall.
 
In response to a mandate set forth by the Rhode Island Department of Education to establish standards-based career and technical education programs, a national marine trades curricula was jointly developed by Rhode Island marine technology instructors and ABYC’s curriculum development administrator, Ed Sherman, over a three-year period. 
 
The new curriculum is a 14-module, two-year high school level program designed to be delivered within a typical secondary school schedule. It is based on ABYC standards and has that organization’s endorsement. 
 
“It is important to note that each of these modules centers itself on applicable ABYC standards and technical information reports for small craft and other recognized industry best practices such as those outlined by the American Boat Builders and Repairers Association,” said Sherman, in a statement. He said they also comply with the Code of Federal Regulations. 
 
ABYC is encouraging the Rhode Island marine industry to partner with area schools to provide student internships to both “complement and reinforce” what is presented in the marine curriculum.


